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South Central Writing Centers Association

March 6,1999

Pinnacle Room

Excelsior Hotel

Little Rock, Arkansas


The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by the president, Martha Dale Cooley, who thanked the conference chairs, Sally Crisp and Allison Holland. The minutes from the 1998 meeting were read and approved without correction. The treasurer reported an account balance of $202.79 after providing $800.00 in start-up funds for the 1999 conference and $122.00 mailing costs for dues notices.  Dues remain at $5.00 for students, $10.00 for Faculty/Staff, and $30.00 for institutions.


Crisp explained that she had sent a notice of the meeting to all colleges and universities in the region and to participants in the Little Rock Writing Project.  If she did not have a contact name, the notices were addressed to “Writing Center Director or Writing Instructor.”  Holland noted that many of the notices sent to people on the list provided by Barry Maid were returned as undeliverable. The mailing list needs to updated in order to publicize the annual conference.  People can be reached through the Wcenter list, the newsletter, and the web page, but many who might be interested in attending would have to be contacted by mail.


Jeanette Harris suggested that SCWCA might want to consider following the example of the National Writing Centers Association and combine the offices of Secretary and Treasurer.  An Executive Secretary could provide continuity for the organization.  This officer could maintain a central mailing list and be responsible for mailing newsletters and announcements. Harris moved that the offices be combined and the motion was seconded.  Guy Litton suggested that if local organizations could be established in states, they could be responsible for providing information to the regional organization. There are already several such organizations in Texas.  A session at next year’s conference could focus on setting up local associations.  Cooley reminded the membership that we would need to check the by-laws before we could combine offices.  Harris amended her motion to make state representatives responsible for updating mailing lists and reporting them to the President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  The motion passed. State representatives should submit their lists by May 1, 1999.


Guy Litton was elected President, and David Kuhne was elected Vice-President.  Harris moved that Carolyn Kinslow continue as Secretary and Linda Coblentz continue as Treasurer.  The motion passed.  Allison Holland was elected to a two-year term on the National Writing Centers Association Board, that term commencing in the fall of 1999.  Those who volunteered to work on lists as state representatives include the following:


Arkansas
Sally Crisp, University of Arkansas at Little Rock


Oklahoma
Carolyn Kinslow, Cameron University


Louisiana
Jim McDonald, University of Southwestern Louisiana


Texas

Lady Falls Brown, Texas Tech




Linda Coblentz, University of Houston Downtown




Dave Kuhne - TCU


Cooley announced that the conference in 2000 will be held in Fort Worth, hosted by Texas Christian University and Texas Tech.  Jeanette Harris of TCU and Lady Falls Brown of Texas Tech are conference co-chairs.  Louisiana is next in the rotation of conference host states.  Jim McDonald will investigate the possibility of holding the 2001 conference in New Orleans.  Linda Coblentz would like to have it in Houston with a “2001: A Space Odyssey” theme. If McDonald is unable to secure a site, the conference can be held in Houston.


Crisp proposed that a session on starting writing centers in secondary schools be held on Saturday morning at the next conference. Holland mentioned the possibility of having an archivist for the association.  Harris maintained that the logical person to fill that role would be the Executive Secretary if we do decide to combine the offices of Secretary and Treasurer.  No motions were made concerning these two matters, and consequently no action was taken.


The meeting adjourned when no further business was proposed for consideration.











Carolyn Kinslow











Secretary
