
 
 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 
   
In their considerate and helpful essay on movement-based workshops, Beth Godbee, Moira Ozias, and 
Jasmine Kar Tang (2015) acknowledge writing centers’ complex identifications:  “the writing center is 
always already part of the institution, is part of the local, is part of the regional, is part of the national, 
and always already involves the international sociopolitical stage.” Reading this statement in light of 
Allison Hitt’s (2012) observation that, “[a] writing pedagogy that supports multiliteracies must be spatially 
and pedagogically accessible to a diverse range of students” causes us to consider the various ways 
that our writing centers support and, at times, inhibit the movements of people, ideas, and identities. 
 
With these concepts in mind, the South Central Writing Centers Association invites proposals for the 
2017 annual conference at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley in Edinburg, Texas. The 
conference will be held February 16-18. This year’s theme, “Writing (Centers/Centered) Institutional 
Identifications,” invites participants to investigate the various locations of writing centers - disciplinary, 
theoretical, physical. In doing so, writing center stakeholders are led to consider the structures, funding 
sources, accesses and accessibilities, and ranges of experiences that contribute to writing centers’ 
places and spaces within their institutions and local environs. 
 
We welcome presentations of various format types: traditional conference paper read-alouds, 
workshops, round table discussions, creative performances, research and artistic posters, and 
multimodal projects. Emphases on audience interaction and participation are particularly encouraged. In 
addition, we welcome projects at various stages of work: completed, in-progress, and invention. 
Proposals can be submitted by individuals or groups. 
 
Deadline: December 5, 2016 
 
For your submissions, complete the online application by December 5, 2015. Acceptance notifications 
will be sent via email by December 20th. 
 
Suggested Topic Areas 
 
We encourage proposals that make use of the conference theme, although we will welcome proposals 
on any subject dealing with writing center work. Possible topic areas include: 

• Accessibility and the writing center 
• Writing centers as spaces for individuals identifying as LGBTQIA, multilingual learners, 

veterans, returning learners, and other underrepresented groups  
• Writing Across the Curriculum, both in terms of programs and pedagogy 
• Creating and using online spaces, including webspaces, OWLs, and asynchronous tutoring 
• Analyses and theory building of existing writing center spaces 
• Writing centers as sites of social justice and activism 
• Alignment and development of writing center mission statements 
• Tutors and consultants conducting primary research through the writing center 
• Naming conventions of writing center spaces, programs, and personnel 
• Writing centers’ places within the academy and local institutions 
• Interior design, signage, and branding 
• The future of writing center place space 
• Other research about and by your writing center, tutors, and clients 
• Other topics of local, regional, national, and international interest 


